
 

 

 

English Knowledge Organiser – Week 5, Week 6 and Week 7 

Section 1 – Sentence Structures  
Main Clause 

A group of words that contains a verb and can stand 
on its own. 

Under the bridge, there was a lake. (main clause) 
 

Subordinate Clause 
A secondary clause, which depends on a main clause 

for meaning. 
There was a lake until the climate changed. 

(subordinate clause) 
 

Relative Clause 
A relative clause can be used to give additional 

information about a noun. 
They are introduced by a relative pronoun like 'that', 

'which', 'who', 'whose', 'where' and 'when’. 
Rachel liked the new chair, which was very 

comfortable. 
 

Embedded Clause 
An embedded clause, is one which falls in the main 

clause and is separated by commas. 
e.g. The witch, who has green eyes, is very spooky. 

 
Simple Sentence 

A group of words, which contains a verb and makes 
complete sense, with one main clause. 

I love cats. (main clause) 
 

Compound Sentence 
Two or more main clauses that are usually joined by a 

coordinating conjunction. 
I love cats but I’m allergic to cat hair.                             

(clause 1)   (conjunction)       (clause 2) 
 

Complex Sentence 
A main clause joined to one or more subordinate 
clauses usually with a subordinating conjunction. 

I love cats because I grew up with them.                         
(main clause) because( subordinate conjunction)    

(subordinate clause) 
 

Phrase 
A small group of words that act as a meaningful unit 

within a clause but do not stand-alone. 
 Under the bridge (phrase) 

 

Section 1 – Conjunctions recap 

 

Co-ordinating conjunctions 

There are 7 co-ordinating conjunctions.                                                                                                       
They give equal importance to the words or sentences 
they connect. 

 

 

 

 

Subordinating conjunctions. 

Here are 10 of the most common subordinating 
conjunctions. They are used at the beginning of a 
subordinating clause, which is a clause that does not 
make sense on its own. 

 

 

Section 2 – Cohesive Devices 
Cohesive devices are words or phrases used to connect ideas between different parts of text. 
The three main types are conjunctions, adverbials and pronouns. Using the same verb tense 
throughout a text also offers 'cohesion'.  
 

 

Section 3 – Formal language and the subjunctive form 

Formal and informal language serve different purposes. The tone, the choice of words and the way the words 
are put together vary between the two styles. Formal language is less personal than informal language.  

Formal language generally does not use slang, contractions or first-person pronouns such as ‘I’ or ‘We’. Formal 
language is used when we are communicating with people we don't know very well and want to impress or 
show respect to. 

Informal Formal 
Wasn’t Was not  
Don’t Do not  
Thanks Thank you  
I’m sorry to be a pain.  I do apologise for any 

inconveniences. 
The team lost the game 
because they messed up 
by making a mistake.  

The team were 
defeated due to 
mistakes that they 
made.  

Watching lots of TV isn’t 
a good idea.  

Watching too much 
television should be 
avoided.  

We would like to invite 
you to a get together to 
mark this fab occasion. It 
will kick off at 5pm.  

We would like to 
invite you to a 
celebration to mark 
this momentous 
occasion. It will 
commence at 5pm. 

 

Subjunctive Form 

The subjunctive verb form is used to talk about things that 
should or could happen. Subjunctives are used to express 
demands, suggestions, hopes and wishes. It is not often 
used in British speech but is often used after formal verbs 
such as require, demand, suggest, propose. 

The subjunctive verb form is also used after formal 
expressions, such as it is 
desirable/necessary/vital/essential. 

Examples 

• If John were to get an A on his test, I would be very 
surprised.  

• I request that you attend my party. 
• It is advised that you keep you shoes on in the 

water. 

 


